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SUMMARY

In March of 1999, Washoe County partnered with the Bureau of Land Management,
Nevada Division of Wildlife (now Nevada Department of Wildlife), Lahonton Audubon
Chapter of the National Audubon Society, Nevada Office of the Military, Washoe County
School District, and City of Reno to enter into a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
(attached) for resource preservation and management of the Swan Lake Nature Study
Area. The Statement of lntent to Participate carries the County's intent forward to
participate in the Swan Lake Nature Study Area Advisory Board. The Swan Lake Nature
Study Area Advisory Board has broadened the scope of the management area to include
Silver Lake which is also managed in part by Washoe County.

Washoe County Strategic Objective supported by this item: Sustainability of our
financial, social and natural resources.

PREVIOUS ACTION

On October 7, 2014, the Open Space and Regional Park Commission recommended
approval of the Statement of Intent to Participate, Swan Lake Nature Study and Resource
Management Area.

On May 22, 2001, the Board of County Commissioners (Board) approved renaming
Lemmon Valley Marsh and Playa to Swan Lake Nature Study Area; approved the Swan
Lake Nature Study Area Master Plan Update; and authorized an Interlocal Agreement for
Swan Lake Nature Study Area between Washoe County and Bureau of Land
Management, Nevada Army National Guard and City of Reno for joint natural resource
preservation and management of Swan Lake Nature Study Area.

On March 23, 1999, the Board approved the Lemmon Valley Marsh and Playa Master
Plan and a Memorandum of Understanding between Washoe County, Bureau of Land
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Management, City of Reno, Lahontan Audubon, Nevada Department of Wildlife, Nevada
Division of Military and Washoe County School District for joint planning and
preservation of Lemmon Valley Marsh and Playa.

BACKGROUND

Swan Lake Nature Study Area (SLNSA) is a playalwetland system positioned near an
urban setting. Situated in Lemmon Valley and located 14 miles northwest of downtown
Reno, this historic wetland has served as a nesting and migratory bird stopover since
prehistoric times. Its importance to wildlife is demonstrated by its Audubon designation
as an Important Bird Area and by the 150 avian species that use the wetland and its
surrounding uplands to inhabit, nest, breed, and use as a migration stop-over.

In the early 1990's local birders identified the potential of Swan Lake not only as a place
to sight birds, but its importance as part of the inland flyway. This led to the creation of a
nature study area for the preservation of wildlife, habitat protection, environmental
education, and outdoor recreation.

The Advisory Board is comprised of a variety of organizations and individuals that
collaboratively manage the land and sensitive natural resources at Swan Lake Nature
Study Area. The Advisory Board has been working since early 1990 to protect and
manage the roughly 1,200 acre Swan Lake Nature Study Area for wildlife protection and
public recreation and are guided by goals defined in a jointty created, multi-jurisdictional
Master Plan that was last updated over ten years ago. The Advisory Board includes The
Bureau of Land Management, Nevada Army National Guard, Washoe County, Lahontan
Audubon, Nevada Department of Wildlife, Nevada Land Conservancy, City of Reno,
Lemmon Valley Homeowners and Washoe County School District. The partnership was
established in 1999 through a Memorandum of Understanding for joint planning and
preservation of this unique area.

FISCAL IMPACT

There is no additional fiscal impact associated with approval of the Statement of Intent to
Participate. Park staff currently patrols and performs general maintenance at Swan Lake
and Silver Lake using existing funds fuom 140713 (Peavine Operations) and 140630
(Peavine Maintenance).

RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended the Board of County Commissioners approve the Statement of Intent
to Participate Swan Lake Nature Study and Resource Management Area and authorize
the Director of the Community Services Department to sign the Statement of Intent on
behalf of the county and to sign any subsequent and related documents.

POSSIBLE MOTION:

Should the Board agree with staffs recommendations, a possible motion would be:
"Move to approve the Statement of Intent to Participate Swan Lake Nature Study and
Resource Management Area and authorize the Director of the Community Services
Department to sign the Statement of Intent on behalf of the County and to sign any
subsequent and related documents."





STATEMENT OF INTENTTO PARTICIPATE

SWAN LAKE NATURE STUDY AND
RESOURCE MANAGEMENT AREA

This Statement of lntent to Participate is made and entered into on of 2015 by

thesigningparty,representing-(andhereinafterreferredtoaS-),
with the intent to participate as a member of the Swan Lake Natu re Study Area Advisory Board (Board).

By signing, this party agrees that its membership shall continue until such time as it notifies, in writing to the current chairman
ofthe board, its intentto suspend participation.

It is the acknowledged intention of this party and all others who agree to participate in the Board to preserve, manage and to
develop the resources of the Swan Lake Resource Management Area (RMA). The RMA shall be defined as that geography which
covers both Swan Lake and Silver Lake. The Board's obligation shall be to preserve and develop this RMA as an outdoor passive

recreation (bird watchinS, hiking and equestrian), educational and interpretation area and wildlife habitat area to be managed by
Washoe County in cooperation with the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), Nevada Land Trust (NLT) and the Nevada National
Guard (NNG).

The party intends to participate as follows:

A. Actively participate as a Board Member and shall adhere to the By Laws of this organization.

B. As a Board Member, will advise Washoe County and partnering agencies and organizations on design of facilities and on
guidelines and policies for the operation and management of the RMA.

C. Agrees to further the mission and vision of the Swan Lake Nature Study RMA and work towards implementing the updated
Master Plan for this area.

D. W i I I look for funding opportunities; be it grants, donations or agency contracts which will help implement the Swan
Lake Master plan and provide funding for its operation and maintenance.

E. As a Board Member, will assist in providing technical expertise, as appropriate for your skill set, for the operation and
managementof the Swan Lake RMA.

F. Will work towards a common goal to promote environmental education regarding the importance of the Swan Lake RMA
for wildlife, wetlands and passive recreation.

G. Will continue to work with other local stakeholders, area homeowners and agencies to promote the Swan Lake RMA.

To the extent permitted by law and regulation (State and Federal), by becoming a member of the Board, this party agrees to
negotiate and enter into appropriate agreements to apportion liability for risk, and indemnity agreements, based upon the party
or member's activities, responsibilities and involvement.

Printed Name Date

Signature

Organization Name (please print)
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MEMORANDIIM OF TINDERSTAI{DING
LEMMON VALI,EY MARSE AIYD PI"AYA

SWAIY II\KE NATIIRE STTIDY AREA

This Memorandum ofUnderstanding is made urd entered into this second day, of April,
1999, by and between Bureau of t^and Management, USDI, hereafter referrcd to as

"tsLlvf; sd Clty ofReno, hereafter referred to as ?eno"; urd Iabontan Audubon
Chapter oftbcNUional Audttboa Socicty, hercaftcr rcferrcd to as'Audubon'; and

Nqwds Division ofWildlifc, hcrcsftsr r€fcnod to rs "I.IDOW"; and Nernada Officc of&o
Mlitary, hercafter re&rrcd to as ltfilitary; and Washoc County, bcrcafter refemed to as

"Washoo; and Srashoe County School Disricq bcoeafter rdcrred to as "Washoo School.'

WMiIESSEIII

WHEREAS, it is the dcclsrGd and acknowledged imestion of all puties namcd hcrsin to
pres€n e, mrnrge, ad to dcndop the tho rastrrccs ofthc Lemmon Vallcy l'lanh rnd
Playa as anortdoor education/interpr*ive arerto be managedbyWashoc Coudy in
cooperation with BLM aod thc Mlitary and

WHEREAS, this Memorandum ofUnderstanding delincatcs cach party's rolo and

resporuibility in the acquisition ofland design of ftcilitiesr construction offrcilitieg urd
loqg term nesourps mnnngcm€ot and opcruion and mairemtrcc of frcilities.

NO$I TIIEREFORE, in coosideration of thc Ertr8l aov€ornts hcrcinaftcr $t forth, thr
partie hereto agrcc to thc ftllowing prrticipaion:

I. EACIIPARTYSIILL:

A Cooperate in cstablishing and participoting in the Lemnon YalleyMarsh
Advisory Boar4 to include establishm€ot ofBy laws for the Advisory Board.

The Board wi[ sdvise the Washoc CountyPa* Commision 8d tbe opoating
agencies on design of frcilities, and on guidelim and policies for thc operation and

resourqe management of the Marsh.

B. To tho ctccot pcrdttd by law and reguluion (Stato ad Fed€ral), the parties

agree to negotiate and c,ster into appropridc agreeme,tts to apportion tiability for
rislq 8od indcmnity agrccrncots, bssed upon each respective party's activitieg
responslbilitieq and iryolvement.

2. Bureau ofland tvfanage'ment will

A As a major land owner in the marsh area aod a key partner in thc dwclopmeot
ofthe outdoor cducation/interpraive area therefore agree to tbe d€at consist€trt



with the laws governing the administration of public lands to enter into s
Cooperative Managernent Agreement with Washoe County and the Mlitary.

B. When applicable assist in seeking funds to develop both park facilities and

interpretive prograru and funding for wildlife habitat management.

C. Assist in providing technical expertis€ in wildlife habitat management and in the

doreloprnent of interpraive signage.

3. Crty ofRenowill:

A As a key partnc in providing tho ncccssary watcr rcsource !o th Marsh
allocate via thc l*omon ValleyMarsh Eflueot furee,med (Dltcd 3-161999I.
490 acre fest of reclaimed wat€r to the Marsh and 3 cfs of stresn flow ftom tbo
"tlnl.Iamed Cree,lf to theMarstu

B. Assirt in the protestion of the lvlarsh cnvironmcot througb implemedation of
spccific standards regarding the "Edge'treatmert offuture dwdopmeot adjsccd
to the lv&rslt.

4. Lahontan Audubon Chapter of the National Audubon Society will:

A Provide thc lcad role in coordinstitrg rnd eocoraging nrtional recognition in
desiglating the lrlarsh as a Ndional Bird S8ncfiEry.

B. Provide th€ lead role in seeking the reoaning oflcmmon Irke back to its'
originsl name Swaa I:ko and/or &s o'rning of devctopcd area thc'Swan lalro
Nature Study Area'.

C. Assist in securing grants urd providing voluoter scniccs for thc lv{arsh

D. Provide €xp€rdse in bird hsbitst wheo implemooting the imapraivc nasrcr
plar

E. Dwelop ths educatiooal program in cooperatioo witb Wssboc Coumy School
Disfrist's Scieocc Coordinator.

F. Provide the financial and/or volunteer srpport to construct an obserrratioo deck
at the Marsh.

5. Nevada Division ofWildlife will:

A Provide technical orpertise for the support of the project with respect to
wildlife managenert, wetlands dwelopment and uder Eodding as il cffeas
walsd firaction
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B. Provide technical oryertisc for intcrprctivc signage urd educational materials

and/or programs.

C. When applicable assist in seeking gsnts for the development ofwetlands,

facilities and programming that Insy occur at the lvlarsh.

6. Nevada Offic€ of the Mlitary will:

A As a major land owuer ofthe tvlsrsh area opport tho lvfarsh projed ry
atlocating Mlitary land for trails u outliued inthc tvlaser Plso ad agree to thc

€r.rt€ot consisted with th laws govcroing thp r,{mini(ration ofnilitary lands to
enter iuto a Cooperative Managernem AgrGcoGrd.

B. Seek finarlcial support for the Itlamh for sdeE&d aspcc's of tbo project with
lvlilitsry Environmental Project FuDds ss &sy arc mado availablc.

C. Participatc in thc adopt'rng of guidelines and policics for the managemeot ofthc
tvfsnh resources as it relates to military Eaining missionr and possiblo cloqrrcs.

7. Washoe County will:

A Al thc purveyor ofRegiooal Park &cilities will tdte a lead rolo in ths
acqgisition of access ess€ocds 8nd the primary rtsgitrg arca for thc lvlsrsh

B. Edcr into a Coopcrarive Mrmg*.d fgf€ffi with BtM d thc I\,filitsry

for the dwdopment and operarionr of thc It&nh

C. Provide the lead role in coordinning and afuini$€ring the design and

dwetopment of the lands os,tr€d or lcascd by Wtsboc Cornty for the Ifarsh
project.

D. Coopcratc and assist io the estsblisbncil ofthc Leonon Valley tvlarsh

Advisory Board urd all other necessary inter ageocy agree,mcffi.

E. E:rplorc the oppornrnity for acquisitioo and crchanges of laod to firthcr ths

conssrr/8tioo ofthc Marsh ad Playa"

F. Administer fuo& as available by the Bosrd of Coroty Commission€G, Symns

Trail Grant ($22,000) or other souroes approved by the County Contmissioa

8. Washoe County School District will:

A Seek potential firnding from grant sourccs to aid in e&rcation program

dwdoPmcot.



B. Utilize the new State urd local Science Standards in the planning and design of
the interpretive area.

C. Allocate time for science coordinator and outdoor specialist to cooperatively
work with the Audubon Society in the development urd planning of interpretive
educational programs.

9. Nothing in this MOU will bc construed as affectiqg the authorities ofth participants
or as bindiqg bcyond their respoctive urthorities or to rcquirc rny of the participants to
obligate or orpend funds itr sroess of availablc appropriations.

10. Thc participants will rwicrw this MOU at least wery five yerrs to ddcrmine itr
adcquacy, etrecti'reoe$ ard cofiiruing rcd. If 8ll participanrB agree thcc ir a couinuing
nco( it msyb oileoded or renewcd.

I l. Tho tcrtrs of this MOU mry be reoegotiated u auy timc at the hitisfive of one or
moro of its participa*X fo[owing at l€ast 30 days notico to thc other participarts.

12. This MOU Esy bc canceled 8t 8try timo by otrG or mors of its participsnts, following
8t lesst 30 da1's notice to the otbcr particiPstrts.

FOR BI,'REAU OE IVTANAGEMENT

; Carson CityFidd Officc

FOR: CIIY OF RENO

FOR LATIONTA}iI AI.JDI.JBON SOCIETY

uv-.
Kea hrhrcr, Psst Prcaidcd
Iahomao Audubon Socidy

Btreau of tand Management

Ieffcritrtr,lvlayoi



FOR: MVADA DTVISION OF WILDLE

Terry Crawforth Administrator
Nevada DMsion of Wildlife

FOR NEVADA OFFICE OF TTIEMILITARY

y'*- u: 'c[-D'
Orennan A Clulq Thc Adjutant Ges€r8l

Nevada OfEcc of theMlitary

FOK WASIIOE COIJNTY

SCHOOL DISIRICT


